
   NEWS RELEASE

[image: image1.jpg]British Meat Processors Association




26 March 2008

Mince Summit
Key industry organisations from across the meat industry have been invited to a mince summit to discuss the current problems being caused by European legislation on the age of meat for mincing.

The European rules appear to be designed with a continental vision of mince in mind and have the potential to seriously damage a significant proportion of the meat industry.

The legislation is not based on science and does not take account of the high standards of hygiene employed in the UK. The time limits as set out in the legislation are too restrictive and would mean that perfectly good meat falling just one day beyond the limits could not be used. There needs to be a clear distinction between mince to be eaten raw and mince to be eaten cooked.
In calling on organisations to attend the summit Stuart Roberts, Director of the British Meat Processors Association said:

“This issue is of key importance to the meat industry and it is vital that the industry itself takes ownership of a problem which the authorities have not been able to deal with”
Ian Anderson, Executive Manager of the Scottish Association of Meat Wholesalers said:

“It is vital that the legislation is based on science and not simple time limits, which do not respect the national differences in how mince has been prepared and consumed across Europe for many decades.  The legislation should be flexible enough to enable traditional production of mince in the UK to continue and not to threaten its future.  This is not an issue which lends itself to a “one size fits all” solution”.

The meeting being organised by the British Meat Processors Association will enable the industry to come together and develop a programme of work to influence Europe.
1. The mince summit will be held on Thursday 3rd April







For further information please contact the British Meat Processors Association

Tel: 020 7329 0776  Fax: 020 7329 0653  Email: info@bmpa.uk.com

