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9 November 2007 

POLLUTER PAYS PRINCIPLE MUST APPLY - MEAT PROCESSORS SEEK LEGAL ADVICE IN RELATION TO £16M FOOT AND MOUTH LOSSES

Since the start of the current Foot and Mouth outbreak on 3 August 2007 the British Meat Industry has incurred significant costs which have hit hard at an industry already operating within very small margins. The initial calculation by the British Meat Processors Association indicates that BMPA members alone have incurred costs in excess of sixteen million pounds. 

Throughout the outbreak it has become clear that the initial source of the virus was centred on the Pirbrite animal health facility and that liability for the outbreak should rest with those who own, manage and maintain that facility. We have therefore instructed our legal team to act on our behalf in seeking a QC opinion on this case and investigate further whether the Meat Industry is in a position to recover costs which it cannot afford.

Whilst Governments in Westminster and Edinburgh have clearly recognised the hardship that has been felt by the rural communities and tried to create packages which address some of the economic damage, they have as yet failed to address the issues being felt by the meat sector. Given the Government’s own responsibilities in relation to the Pirbrite facility it is vital that they now look carefully at the meat industry. This is particularly relevant at a time when there is much discussion about imposing additional Government changes on the British Meat Industry.

In asking lawyers to take forward this work Stuart Roberts, Director of the British Meat Processors Association stated:

“In relation to the foot and mouth outbreak it appears that the Government’s own principle that the polluter pays does not apply. I must assume that if robust systems had been in place at the Pirbrite site then the 2007 Foot and Mouth Outbreak could have been avoided.”

“BMPA members and many others in the meat and allied industry have suffered with 3 months of financial damage which they cannot afford. History is littered with examples of companies who have had to deal with the financial consequences of releasing pollutants into the environment and I see no reason why this incident should treated differently.”

______________

Notes for Editors

The British Meat Processors Association (BMPA) is the leading trade association in the meat and meat products sector in the British food industry.

More detailed calculations which underpin the £16m cost can be obtained from the BMPA office
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