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Scofcah decision only cautiously welcomed
Whilst we are waiting to see the final text of yesterday Scofcah decision the British Meat Processors Association (BMPA) has given a only a cautious welcome to the news from Brussels that will see a slow start to the export of British meat to continental Europe.

In responding to the decision Stuart Roberts, Director of the BMPA said:

“Despite the headline of this decision being a welcome injection of good news for an industry which has been hit badly by both Foot and Mouth and Bluetongue in recent weeks it is unlikely the change will result in substantial levels of exports occurring due to the conditions which need to be complied with.” 

The requirements for separation and, in particular, the fact that a keeper cannot bring an animal on to their farm for 21 before any of their livestock  becomes eligible to be slaughter for export is going to make this decision of limited use. In the sheep sector in particular this issue is compounded by the large number of livestock movements that need to happen in the next few weeks.

The volume of exports likely to take place is further diluted by the fact that many of the larger pig processors are inside the area from which exports cannot take place. It is very disappointing that these processors will not be able to export meat even if the pigs themselves are sourced from the area outside the zone.

Stuart added 

“Over the next few days and weeks it is imperative that work continues so as to enable any future decision to deliver a set of conditions that will facilitate a greater volume of exports that are so vital to both farmers and the meat industry.”   
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